Week Ending Friday, July 27, 2007

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Former Liberian Regime of
Charles Taylor

July 19, 2007

On July 22, 2004, by Executive Order
13348, 1 declared a national emergency and
ordered related measures, including the
blocking of property of certain persons asso-
ciated with the former Liberian regime of
Charles Taylor, pursuant to the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701-1706). I took this action to deal with
the unusual and extraordinary threat to the
foreign policy of the United States con-
stituted by the actions and policies of former
Liberian President Charles Taylor and other
persons, in particular, their unlawful deple-
tion of Liberian resources and their removal
from Liberia and secreting of Liberian funds
and property, which have undermined Libe-
ria’s transition to democracy and the orderly
development of its political, administrative,
and economic institutions and resources. I
further noted that the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement signed on August 18, 2003, and
the related cease-fire had not yet been uni-
versally implemented throughout Liberia,
and that the illicit trade in round logs and
timber products was linked to the prolifera-
tion of and trafficking in illegal arms, which
perpetuated the Liberian conflict and fueled
and exacerbated other conflicts throughout
West Africa.

Today, Liberia is engaged in a peaceful
transition to a democratic order under the
administration of President Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf. The regulations implementing Exec-
utive Order 13348, clarify that the subject
of this national emergency has been and re-
mains limited to the former Liberian regime
of Charles Taylor and specified other persons
and not the country, citizens, Government,
or Central Bank of Liberia.

Charles Taylor is today standing trial in
The Hague by the Special Court for Sierra
Leone. However, stability in Liberia is still
fragile. The actions and policies of Charles
Taylor and others have left a legacy of de-
struction that still has the potential to under-
mine Liberia’s transformation and recovery.

Because the actions and policies of these
persons continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on July 22, 2004, and the measures
adopted on that date to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue in effect beyond July
22, 2007. Therefore, in accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergency Act
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1
year the national emergency declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13348.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 19, 2007.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:11 a.m., July 19, 2007]

NotE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on July 20, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on July 20. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to the
Former Liberian Regime of Charles
Taylor

July 19, 2007

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
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the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the na-
tional emergency and related measures deal-
ing with the former Liberian regime of
Charles Taylor are to continue in effect be-
yond July 22, 2007.

The actions and policies of former Libe-
rian President Charles Taylor and other per-
sons, in particular their unlawful depletion
of Liberian resources, their trafficking of ille-
gal arms, and their formation of irregular mi-
litia, continue to undermine Liberia’s transi-
tion to democracy and the orderly develop-
ment of its political, administrative, and eco-
nomic institutions and resources. These ac-
tions and policies continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the foreign
policy of the United States. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency with re-
spect to the former Liberian regime of
Charles Taylor.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 19, 2007.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 20. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Executive Order 13440—
Interpretation of the Geneva
Conventions Common Article 3 as
Applied to a Program of Detention
and Interrogation Operated by the
Central Intelligence Agency

July 20, 2007

By the authority vested in me as President
and Commander in Chief of the Armed
Forces by the Constitution and the laws of
the United States of America, including the
Authorization for Use of Military Force
(Public Law 107-40), the Military Commis-
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sions Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-366), and
section 301 of title 3, United States Code,
it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. General Determinations. (a)
The United States is engaged in an armed
conflict with al Qaeda, the Taliban, and asso-
ciated forces. Members of al Qaeda were re-
sponsible for the attacks on the United States
of September 11, 2001, and for many other
terrorist attacks, including against the United
States, its personnel, and its allies throughout
the world. These forces continue to fight the
United States and its allies in Afghanistan,
Iraq, and elsewhere, and they continue to
plan additional acts of terror throughout the
world. On February 7, 2002, I determined
for the United States that members of al
Qaeda, the Taliban, and associated forces are
unlawful enemy combatants who are not en-
titled to the protections that the Third Gene-
va Convention provides to prisoners of war.
I hereby reaffirm that determination.

(b) The Military Commissions Act defines
certain prohibitions of Common Article 3 for
United States law, and it reaffirms and rein-
forces the authority of the President to inter-
pret the meaning and application of the Ge-
neva Conventions.

Sec. 2. Definitions. As used in this order:

(a) “Common Article 3” means Article 3
of the Geneva Conventions.

(b) “Geneva Conventions” means:

(i) the Convention for the Amelioration
of the Condition of the Wounded and
Sick in Armed Forces in the Field,
done at Geneva August 12, 1949 (6
UST 3114);

(ii) the Convention for the Amelioration
of the Condition of Wounded, Sick
and Shipwrecked Members of Armed
Forces at Sea, done at Geneva August
12,1949 (6 UST 3217);

(iii) the Convention Relative to the Treat-
ment of Prisoners of War, done at Ge-
neva August 12, 1949 (6 UST 3316);
and

(iv) the Convention Relative to the Pro-
tection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War, done at Geneva August 12, 1949
(6 UST 3516).



